
Loyalty  
2 Corinthians 11 

 

Fate and providence brought two people together in 1926. One had written in his diary and described the 

other as, “a smooth, pale fluent little chap – no harm in him; only needs a smack or so”. They were 

convinced they were two oddball weirdos who cared about stories nobody else cared about, and were 

interested in periods of literary history that no one else was. They loved tales of ancient gods and heroes 

one preferring Norse mythology while the other preferred Celtic myths. They read and enjoyed 

collections by the brothers Grimm and Andrew Lang among others. They met in the Rabbit Room of the 

Eagle and Child pub on St. Giles Street as part of a group called the Inklings where they would discuss 

each other’s work. It is also where they both found inspiration to embark on their own writing journey. 

On a fall evening in 1931, one man was going through a faith crisis, his friend along with another fellow 

had a long conversation concerning Christianity. The faith crisis was averted and the results of their 

conversation can be found in the following quote, “When we set out (by motorcycle to the Whipsnade 

Zoo) I did not believe that Jesus was the Son of God, when we reached the zoo, I did.”  
 

By now you probably realize it was C.S. Lewis’s faith crisis and the two people who instrumental in 

providing the guidance that evening were J.R.R. Tolkien (a devout Roman Catholic) and Hugo Dyson. 

C.S. Lewis rededication sparked his imagination and he began to weave his faith in Christ into his 

writings. Lewis then pushed Tolkien to complete his amazing works. Tolkien said, “The unpayable debt 

that I woe to him (Lewis) was not influence as it is ordinarily understood but sheer encouragement”.  

For the next 16 years, they would meet in Jack’s rooms at Magdalen College on Thursday evenings and 

in the back room of “The Eagle and Child” pub on Mondays or Fridays for lunch. After Lewis married 

Helen Joy Gresham (Davidman), he grew apart from his old friends and Tolkien took it personally.  This 

coupled with theological differences created a schism between them. However, on November 22, 1963 

when C.S. Lewis died of kidney failure, J.R.R. Tolkien wrote this in a letter to his daughter four days 

after Lewis passed, “Very sad that we should have been so separated in the last years, but our time of 

close communion endured in memory for both of us.”  
 

Interesting how loyalty to Jesus Christ can be the blade used to sever family ties or cause a martyr’s 

death. It is a situation the Apostle Paul knew well. False teachers had come to Corinth, lead many of the 

faithful away resulting in open rebellion against Paul. He dealt with the rebellion forcefully in a severe 

letter that resulted in most the Corinthians repenting and reaffirming their loyalty to Paul and his 

teaching. Paul was well aware all of the Corinthians had not repented and those who did not were still an 

ever-present poison to his beloved congregation. Paul now takes on the false teachers directly in a way 

he must have found distasteful, a direct comparison between himself and them. His motive, to cause the 

holdouts to reconsider, repent and draw them back to a loyalty to Jesus Christ and His teaching. As he 

begins, Paul asks them to “bear with me in a little foolishness; but indeed you are bearing with me.” I 

believe Paul would have preferred any other method of defense but as scripture says, “Do not answer a 

fool according to his folly, Lest you be like him. Answer a fool as his folly deserves, Lest he be wise in 

his own eyes.” (Proverbs 26:4-5). Or as the King James version puts it, “Answer not a fool according to 

his folly. Lest thou also be like him. Answer a fool according to his folly, lest he be wise in his own 

conceit.” In other words, do not lower yourself to the fool’s level by answering his silly questions or 

arguing with him as if he were a sensible man. Jesus never responded to foolish questions in the way the 

questioner hoped or desired. He let them pass or gave an unexpected turn to them which silenced the 

adversary (Mat 21:23; 22:21-22; Luke 13:23, etc.) The fool needs to be answered, “according to his 

folly” or in a way he deserves. Folly deserves an answer that exposes it for what it is, brings shame to 

those who entertained it and results in repentance and a transformation of the mind. The Corinthians had 

been disloyal to Jesus Christ, disloyal to God, and disloyal to the gospel, the truth and Paul. So Paul who 

has been classified as lacking in knowledge, inarticulate, and unskilled by the false teachers, provides 

them a lesson to the contrary as he brings truth to light, exposes their dead heretical teaching for what it 

is, and provides the Corinthians a way to know which apostles are true and which are false.  



1.  Paul now confronts the false prophets. In verses 1-6 what is Paul issues does Paul address? 

What is the significance of the statement “..I betrothed you to one husband…? What does Paul say 

about the false teachers, the Corinthians reaction and his teaching?   

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  In verses 7-9, Did Paul sin? Why did he say, “..or did I commit a sin..” How would you explain 

Paul’s statement, “I robbed other churches by taking wages from the to serve you..” Why didn’t 

Paul take any money from the Corinthians? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3.  What is Paul going to “…continue to do…” and why is he going to do it? How does Paul 

describe the false teachers in verses 13-15 and who does he compare them to? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  Is it possible to boast and still be humble? How? When in boasting a sin? Is boasting ever 

necessary? Explain. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.    Tolerance is a prevalent topic in our world, How does Paul look upon the tolerance of the 

Corinthians? When is tolerance a good thing, when is it a bad thing, and why is it so prevalent in 

our world? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Make a list of the things Paul explains in verses 22-33? What was his message and why was it 

necessary?  

 

 

 

 

 


